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CHIEF KENAHAN: The date is January 
9th, 2002. The time is 2:15 p.m. This is 
Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the 
Safety Battalion of the Fire Department of 
the City of New York conducting an interview 
with Lieutenant Gerald Reilly from Ladder 
22. 

Q. Jerry, just tell us the events as you 
recall them on September 11th. 

A. Okay. We responded on the second fifth 
alarm for the south tower. When we got down 
there, we parked behind 25 Truck on West Street. 
We walked down and got to the command post. I 
don't know how long we were there, a few minutes. 
They had everybody line up behind the officer. 

Oh, before we went to the command post, 

I saw Ladder 2, Freddie Ill, in front of the 
north tower. He was having his men run across 
one at a time because of the jumpers. I'm pretty 
sure they went in the north tower. 

Then we went to the command post. They 

told us to line up in single file, everybody 
behind the officer, and they just sent us in. We 


were supposed to go to south tower. The last 
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person I saw there was Captain Fuentes. He was 
the last person outside I saw. 

Then we walked down to Liberty Street 
to go under the overpass there because of the 
jumpers. I thought the hotel was the south 
tower. We ran across and went in the hotel 
lobby, and we couldn't find the command post. I 
don't know how long we were there, maybe 10 
minutes. 

We split up engines and trucks. I saw 
Ladder 24, because that was my old firehouse. I 
knew one guy working there. I was talking with 
them. I saw Engine 23, Charlie Gaborini. I 
think they went up in the elevators in the hotel. 

Chief Galvin walked in and we went up 
for our assignment, and he gave us 75 and above 
in the south tower. I asked him, "Can I go up in 
these elevators?" He said no, we have to go out 
to the other building. 

So we went outside, and there was a lot 
of debris falling. We walked around under a 
little underpass. We went across into the lobby. 
I thought it was the south tower, and three of 


the other guys working with me thought it was the 
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south tower, and two other guys think we're in 
the north tower. 

So we probably were in the building 
maybe a minute in the lobby of the tower, 
whichever one we were in, and that's when it came 
down. But I thought it was an explosion in the 
hotel, because all the debris came down, it was 
pitch-black, the whole building shook. 

I worked my way out to West Street. It 
ended up I had about eight civilians with me. I 
made contact with all the men in my company 
except for my chauffeur. I was missing my 
chauffeur. I had no visual contact; I made it on 
the handy talky. I accounted for them all, 
except for Steve Klee, the chauffeur. 

So when I was outside, I got the 
Civilians out to the street. When the smoke 
lifted, the dust and everything, I went back in 
looking for Steve, and I couldn't find him. When 
I came out again, I talked with Billy Wall, the 
lieutenant in 47 Engine, and he said he saw Steve 
Klee. 

I guess we were standing in front of 


the north tower when that one collapsed -- oh, 
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before that, we were on Channel 3 on the radio 
frequency. It ended up that Steve Klee was on 
Channel 1. That's why we couldn't contact him. 

But on Channel 3, a kid from 4 Truck -- 
it ended up his name was Brennan -- he was giving 
a mayday, and nobody was answering him. I talked 
with him, and I told him -- he didn't know where 
he was, what building, what floor. 

I told him I thought it was a bomb in 
the hotel, because nobody said the building 
collapsed. I told him, "Just try to make your 
way down to the street and you can make your way 
out." So I talked to him for a few minutes, and 
then we were cut off. It was stepped on. 

Then I was standing in front of the 
north tower when that collapsed. I heard the 
noise, looked up, saw the rumble. I was right on 
the north corner, the north part on West Street. 
When it started to fall, Billy Wall from 47 
yelled "Run!" to his men. 

We ran. I don't know how far I got, 
maybe half a block, three-quarters of a block. 

We dove behind a van. It was me, him, Jack Ginty 


from the union and some supervising dispatcher. 


G. REILLY 6 


Then it became pitch-black again. Me 
and Billy Wall were using our mask for the other 
two guys. Then it started to lift, and we worked 
our way up West Street. We got all the way up 
north. 

Then I had to account for the men 
again, which I eventually did. I was trying to 
let everybody know that now we're all accounted 
for, and nobody took a roll call, nobody did 
anything. 

Anything else you need? 

Q. No, that's good. Thank you, Jerry. 

CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 2:21, 


and this concludes the interview. 


